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ABSTRACT 
 

The winter of 2013/14 will be remembered in the United kingdom for a sequence of severe 
weather events, commencing with the ‘St Judes’ day storm in late October, a tidal surge 
affecting Eastern England on 5/6 December, a further series of storms between 23 and 31 
December, more coastal flooding on 6 January,  prolonged rainfall in Somerset resulting in a 
Major emergency over an extensive area of the Somerset levels; groundwater flooding in 
large parts of southern England, further coastal storms in February 2014, before the weather 
finally relented in March 2014. 
 
This had a huge impact in Somerset where large areas remained underwater for a prolonged 
period of time, and in Cornwall where significant damage occurred to sea walls, and coastal 
roads, with some communities experiencing repeated flooding. In February 2014 David 
Cameron warned that "Things could get worse before they get better," and ‘Money is no 
object in this relief effort. Whatever money is needed, we will spend it.’ 
 
The paper will review the flooding incidents as it impacted on Cornwall and Somerset, 
reflecting on the impact on resources, works programmes and the affect of a significant part 
of Somerset being inaccessible for several weeks.  
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